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ighting can transform the look

and feel of a property. Anyone

who has been to the theatre

has seen how clever lighting
can create the impression of space and
change the mood of the room.

Lighting Design Basics

When planning the lighting in your home it is
important that you arrange the lighting in each
room into a number of different circuits — a single
pendant or array of downlights really won't do your
decorations justice. Think of splitting the downlights
into separate groups and adding table lamps and
lights to highlight different features. Good lighting
design includes ambient lighting, task lights,
decorative lights and accent lights

It's both difficult and expensive to change the lighting
circuits once the wiring has been installed so consider
the design carefully beforehand.

What Is Lighting Control?

The simplest lighting control systems allow you to

set and recall scenes in a room, replacing the local
dimmer switches. This is very useful for open plan

spaces with lots of circuits of lighting. Rather than
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having to have a bank of dimmers that buzz, a single
panel can control all your lights, In an open plan
kitchen/dining/living space you may weant scenes for
eating, entertaining, watching TV or cooking.

These systems can either be installed when you
rewire a house or can in some cases be retro-fitted to
existing wiring.

Whole House Lighting Systems

If you are re-wiring a house, it is worth thinking about
installing a whole house lighting control system. All
the light switches are wired back to a central panel,
where all the dimmers and relays are installed leaving
the rooms buzz free.

Although the switches can look just like a normal light
switch (important for techno-phobic visitors) unlike a
normal switch they are not physically attached to the
lighting circuits. Instead they send a message back
to the central panel via low voltage cabling. This has
a number of advantages. As the switches are low
voltage they are safe o use in bathrooms. Instead of
a nasty pull cord, you can recall & bright scene to get
you going in the morming and lower leve! lighting for a
relaxing evening bath.

Switches can either be set to control a room or the
whole house. A popular option is for an ‘all-off” switch
by the front doar which turns off any lights that have
been left on as you leave the house. We often set a
‘night mode' on the bedside switch so that any lights







